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Are you waiting for the dawn?

Dawn may help. But I am waiting for the water. For the pool to fill and
slowly

for the boat — the walnut-shell, the matchstick mast and paper sail — to rise,
float on.






And yes, the house

And yes, the house, the houses.

The wood, the ground, the thick brown leaves —
not that we lay on them, not that,

but standing, felt our bodies skin to skin.
I'loved a stranger in a sycamore wood —

and always, now, the house.

1t was a white one, on a bank or hill.

Behind the hedge a lawn, but curving;

and steps up to a path. Such blank clean windows.
(What was it that he said? The hope was stupid.)
Such an ugly house, so cold,

so stiff, immaculate, so dark at dusk.

So dead.



Note

Note the names of streets, the feel of stones and kerbs on naked feet.
Note distances: from step to shelter and from bench to bus-stop.
Note the number of the chords, and where they start and dwindle.
Note the folded chin, and the camellia they chose,

for knobliness and strength.
Observe: you can’t escape the sky,

the sun through glass

contempt.
No-one is immune.
Finally, repeat: Mersanlt and the parrot.
Mersault, God is shaking, dust.

God has agents stained with beetroot juice,

with fake-tanned feet and a disturbing wind. They make

doors swing and new leaves bleat;

are staining pink the towels.

The clouds cross fast, and cheap cold sunshine’s

begging us to come outside

although the wind would blow the cup from off the table,

this cup of May, this tattering of polythene, and rain, and sighing pine.

Look out, the cloud is back —
rain will start. The roof is ticking in the sun,
and suddenly it’s dark.
Are the children screaming more today?
Or is it that the wind
the door-swing wind
is carrying their screams?



But no, the cloud has missed the sun, the rain has passed us by and now
we’re crazy, wild. We have thrown away our boots.
Later we will have to cope — with rain
and nettles
and the cold.
Today we’ve thrown away our boots.

Note flowers: quince is nearly over
blue-bells
king cups
pear.

Note the names of streets.



Restaurant, first night

Pay your bill, fat man.
The waitresses are clearing up.

The chef breaks eggs, one-handed,
into the pocket of the woman who waits,

and a witch in silk inspects,
condemns, her teeth. It is not done

to ask the cost. Lock the fat ducks
in linen for the night. Lock fat ducks.



Dad’s Portrait

Thick dust along the top, and at the back the label:

John Magee, Picture Framers, Ormean Road.

Just out of ken, that road,

along beneath the hill I think, Cave Hill, and busy, different.

So? Na und?

The position of the head’s like mine.

He’s looking down, and inward, and his neck’s exposed,

it could be hanging. He’s in a black-tie shirt and jacket.

“Black Tie” made him groan. Did he tie them?

Did he fix them ready tied, elasticked? Either way we saw them,
those bow ties,

loose-folded in a pull-out wardrobe tray.

(Man’s walnut wardrobe smaller than the wife’s.)

He moved out. He had that cupboard built and painted blue. Lived there

in that blue spare room we hardly dared to enter, till he died
cold blue.
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The wrung out land

The wrung out land. Stapled chits on gateposts:
seed-batch 458, the date. Immaculate vast fields

of grey-green wheat, tractor-tracked from spraying;
The soil is clay, enriched with dust,

and scattered, patchily, with flint.

You are in the way.

The disused scene of the torture of chickens. That

was once a farmyard. The footpath signed to keep us out.
Behind,

(Oh no, not you again)

a ratty path. Passages in splitting concrete; ivy.
On the left a stream and nettles; then the stable,
housing, till it falls, two hunters.

At a council depot in a lay-by, the sign in gloss white caps says
KEEP OUT SNAKES.

And air as thick as tea. Here across the path a puddle like a ford
across a river.

Hoof-marks on the track, and in a field cut out of woods,

four horses. Young and spooked, just glimpsed

through gaps in elder, ash and oak. It’s the sycamore that takes the heart,

and too much rain: though hawthorn by the stream, you said,

would flourish in the wet. Home, I’'m tired, sick.

I have been born through clay.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




